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President's message

Hi Everyone

 

I'm pleased to report that the 2009 Travel Awards were a huge success.  Our Indian-themed gala dinner in The Heritage Grand Tearoom on 31 March was a glittering affair with bouncing Bollywood Dancers, swishing saris and a mirthful MC, Michele A'Court.

 

Our thanks go to everyone who helped to make the evening such a success, especially hardworking Helen Davies and the Travcom Committee.

 

Congratulations are due to all the winners including Pam Wade and Amos Chapple who will be winging their way to India as the grand award winners.

 

With the AGM coming up on 1 May, I will be stepping down as President and the Travcom Committee will be looking for new members. Please give this some thought as we want to encourage you to join the Committee and add value to our membership with new ideas and networks.

 

It has been a privilege and pleasure for me to serve as President for the past two years and I wish the new executive well for the future.

 

Paul Rush

President

 

Cathay Pacific Travel Media Awards


Thank you to everyone who supported the awards:

· our wonderful sponsors, without whom there would be no awards to offer, 

· the entrants, for making the judges’ roles so difficult,

· our judges, for their thoughtful and timely decisions,

· our members for your support, queries and ideas

· everyone who came to the gala dinner, especially those who travelled from far away

· the Travcom committee for all the work, ideas and enthusiasm you bring to Travcom behind the scenes.

You might be interested to know how many entries we received for each category:

- 64 in the Small Luxury Hotels of the World Award for the Best Magazine Travel Story;

- 35 in the Navigate Oceania Award for the Best Newspaper Travel Article;

- 31 in the Heritage Hotels Award for the Best Travel Article Written About New Zealand;

- 44 in the Interislander Award for the Best Article About A Journey;

- 13 in the Visit Britain and Tourism Ireland Award for the Best Travel Article Written About Britain and/or Ireland;

- 47 in the Jucy Rentals Award for the Best Travel Image Taken In New Zealand and Pacific Islands;

- 50 in the Leica Award for the Best Travel Image Taken Outside New Zealand;

- 37 in the Air Vanuatu and Le Meridien Award for the Best Series of Travel Images and the;

- 117 in the AA Directions Magazine Award for the Best Unpublished Travel Image.

- 12 books in the Whitcoulls Travel Book of the Year Award and

- 42 entries in the AA Directions Magazine Best New Travel Writer of the Year Award.  

All the awards, stories, photographs and travel book information are on the Travcom website www.travelcommunicators.co.nz.  For our members we also have some feedback from our judges that you may find interesting.  

As you already know the judges are absolutely independent in their assessments and their summaries.  We appoint each panel of judges after long and careful consideration but Travcom can in no way influence their judgements and statements.  We have three judges on the photography panel, three book judges and one New Travel Writer of the Year judge, plus for all the published writing awards we have one New Zealand-based screening judge and a Chief Writing Judge who is based off-shore.  Each judge is selected based on our criteria and credentials.  Each judge will be invited to a panel a maximum of two years and we aim to select the judges from a variety of sources, so what a judge may rate highly this year may not have won in other years.

Writing Awards – Judge’s speech

Kate Whitehead is the editor of Discovery magazine in Hong Kong, that’s Cathay Pacific’s in-flight magazine. 

She grew up in Africa and Hong Kong, and has an MA in literature from Sussex University.  Kate worked on The Standard and the South China Morning Post in Hong Kong before becoming Editor of Discovery last year and is the author of two non-fiction books on Hong Kong: After Suzie: Sex in South China and Hong Kong Murders.
SPEECH: Thank you for inviting me. As editor of Cathay Pacific’s inflight magazine, Discovery, it’s a great honour to be here. Discovery – and all travel magazines – understand the value of good writing. 

In the current economic climate, travel writing is important. People are still travelling. Cathay Pacific hasn’t seen numbers fall – the planes are still packed. And now, more than ever, people need to be able to dream. They want read about far off places and make plans to go there.

Living in such as dynamic city as Hong Kong and working with such a dynamic company as Cathay Pacific, we always ensure that all the stories that run in out magazine have a solid backbone of facts. That’s a must. But we’re also always looking for quality writing. If you’re going to hold the reader you must be able to tell a good story. Because good travel writing isn’t just about using long words. You need to be able to draw the reader in and captivate them, without alienating them.

I read the competition entries in Hong Kong over a couple of weekends last month. It was raining in Hong Kong and great to lose myself in all these stories. The entries represent a range of writing ability, from the very talented to those who are starting out and developing their craft. 

It was Paul Theroux who said: “Tourists don’t know where they’ve been, travellers don’t know where they’re going.” I’d like to add that I admire the travel writer who sets out like Theroux’s traveller. Prepared for an adventure and willing to see things with fresh eyes. This year’s winner did just that. Their tale shows that travel writing doesn’t have to be about the most glamorous place on the planet – it’s about attention to detail and how you tell the tale.

As editor of Discovery it is an honour and a great pleasure to be here – thank you for inviting me on this journey. 


SPEECH 2: (once the Cathay Pacific Travel Writer of the Year – Pam Wade – had been announced.)
I really enjoyed reading the articles – there were some truly excellent submissions. It wasn’t easy to pick a winner, but in the end it was the story on Glasgow which really stood out. Pam Wade’s writing is fluid, informative and funny, too. Within a fairly short space – just two magazine pages – she paints a vivid portrait of the city. We see the people; we understand something of the culture and the landscape. It is excellent writing – she draws the reader in fast and holds you with a punchy narrative that is as amusing as it is informative – and it’s the reason why I feel she deserves to win the top title. 
New Travel Writer of the Year – Judge’s Speech
Robyn Langwell is a well known, award-winning journalist and founding editor of North & South magazine.

It’s a pleasure to be here tonight and to have had the chance to taste test some new writers’ work.  

I’ve been asked to share an editor’s view of good travel writing, in two minutes, starting now.

· All good writing is, in fact, travel writing as it is always a voyage into a subject.

· As already mentioned, as a general rule it is not advisable for the writer to appear in the first paragraph. There should after all be many more startling and interesting things to cover off than oneself.

· Every travel story needs a compelling intro, one that’s amusing, moving and that transports the reader to another place.

· Good travel writing also needs a good “go out”. The closing para is always the second hardest discipline I find.

· If the reader is not captured and drawn into the story after the first four or five paragraphs, then the writer has lost his/her chance.

· Editors and readers make snap judgements like these every day. These are the rules of engagement.

· Finally, to write good travel writing you need to read good travel writing. You’ll find it in the New York Times, the Independent, Conde Naste Traveller, and, locally, from Steve Braunias and Joe Bennett. They might be contrary, quixotic coves but by God they can write. Braunias writes magnificently about mangrove swamps and mudflats and has the unique ability to make scenes from the Desert Road sing. Bennett is sublime on dogs and Chinese underpants. Read these guys and be inspired.

And now to this award. From 43 entries there were four entrants of real quality.
Highly commended was Maria Alomahan who submitted an unusual and affecting story “Elephant Amore”. It’s a lovely tale of caring for an elephant in Thailand, an elephant that “loves soda water, sucks it in to her trunk, shakes it all about and can almost be heard giggling”.  I would love to have met this elephant and would have been most pleased to be able to publish this piece.
Two runners-up were Jill McCracken for her lyrical and nostalgic  “Not-so-ordinary Sunday Drive” in North Canterbury’s Lees Valley, and, Bill Nelson’s “The Quiet Dane”. Bill’s story was a reverse travel story about Danish cyclist Nicolai Bangsgaard who he’d met in Vietnam. The Dane has to be the world’s most rampant traveler having already cycled around the world and he’s still going. He left Denmark on April 10 2006 and is currently in Nicaragua (31 countries later).  Bill Nelson invited Bangsgaard to stay with him in Wellington and his story was the result of that visit.  I was so taken with Bill’s story that I’m now regularly reading this world cyclist via his on-line diary.
The story “Undercurrent” by Louise Jennings, about racial unrest and social prejudice in Surfers Paradise, was an excellent stand-out in this category.  Louise certainly knows how to put you in the picture. Here’s her opening scene:  “Three fat pelicans brake overhead, slowing to land in the water like bottom-heavy sea planes…On the grass a few metres away a lanky ibis mooches about, his thin black beak delicately searching for treasure.”  The writer segues from scenic to issues effortlessly in a colourful and informative essay employing excellent imagery and establishing a fresh true voice. She was the clear winner: confident, stylish and sassy.

Travcom Book Award – Judges’ Speeches
The Whitcoulls Travcom Travel Book of the Year Award was judged by Karen Goa, an award-winning freelance travel writer and a previous finalist in the Whitcoulls Travcom Travel Book Awards, and Owen Scott, an author, journalist and editor. ‘An Island Calling’, the film based on his book ‘Deep Beyond the Reef’, is a multi-award winner.

Owen Scott

First, congratulations to all authors and publishers of this year’s entries. Writing any book is not for the faint of heart. It takes a massive amount of time and passion, together with a belief that the story is worth telling ... to someone other than your mother.  Travel writing is such and interesting and wide genre, as seen with this year’s clutch of 12 books. We had hijinks on the high seas, searches for possibly extinct birds, blarney and craic, African adventures, and an obsession for Asian-made underwear, to name but a few. The authors motorcycled, rowed, drove, boated and trained through countries and landscapes from Bulgaria to Botswana.
With few exceptions the standard was impressively high – so high the judges almost had to resort to arm wrestling to decide the winner. It was a tightly contested shortlist. I’m glad we didn’t have to wrestle – Karen would surely have won.  In the end, in terms of travel-writing, we found the most successful books were those where the writer was more a guide than the central character – the story being more about the place being written about than the person doing the writing. This is not to denigrate in any way the power and appeal of the personal story, it’s just a question of finding the balance between exposition and personality...

Karen Goa

Hamish Beaton’s ‘Highly Commended entry ‘Under The Osakan Sun’ is an exception. Although deeply 
personal, his quirky and slightly chaotic story of teaching English in Japan (while desperately seeking a girlfriend) is fresh, warmly observed and disarmingly – sometimes alarmingly – honest. We are very pleased to see he’s brought a girlfriend along tonight.
The other highly commended book, ‘Roads Less Travelled’ by Kennedy Warne, gently captivates the reader from page one. Lucid and lyrical, this beautiful book delves much more than skin-deep into New Zealand’s wildest landscapes and creatures.
The runner up, ‘High Country Lark: An Invitation to Paradise’ by Neville Peat, is a sweet, slow seduction by a writer of great talent and even greater humility. Complex and mature, High Country Lark guides the reader to a New Zealand many of us might have forgotten, or never knew existed. 

Both of these books about New Zealand are so gorgeously produced it’s an almost sinful pleasure to hold them in your hands. Congratulations to the authors and publishers.
Joe Bennett’s wildly original tale ‘Where Underpants Come From’ was a unanimous winner. No arm-wrestling required. Joe Bennett has crafted a tightly written, utterly hilarious and compelling story with unexpected emotional and cultural depth for a tale about a set of underpants' journey from China to New Zealand. With this book Joe, who was a previous runner-up for these awards, proves he’s a master of his craft - and makes humble undies into spun-cotton celebrities. Congratulations everyone.

Photography Awards – judge’s speech
Judged by Darryl Torckler, award- winning marine photographer, Emma Bass award-winning portrait and editorial photographer and Tim Steele, Managing Editor of Photographers Mail.

Darryl’s speech at the gala dinner:
On the day of reckoning, the judging panel had a marvellous journey around the world to many enviable locations, with many exceptional and awesome pictures to view. 

The image quality made our jobs very hard. We all agreed on the top images in each section, but were left agonizing over a handful of images to choose an eventual first place winner. So if you received any kind of award but not first place you have done extremely well and were very close to the top awards. 

The last category judged was the grand award - The Cathay Pacific Travel Photographer of the year award. This included judging the entire collection of images submitted by each photographer. Whilst going through the categories judging the prints, I had many favourite images. Some won awards and places, some didn't. When we walked around the room and viewed all the portfolios, I saw a lot of my favourite images sitting in several portfolios. For all of the judges, the overall winner very obvious on the first walk around. There was more time spent sorting out the runner-up & highly commended. 

Congratulations to all the winners and the winner of the Travel photographer of the year award.  Thank you to Helen Davies and her team, who were very well organised and professional in running the competition. And thank you to my fellow judges Emma Bass & Tim Steele.  I believe the panel of judges worked together well as a team and was one of the most harmonious judging panels I had ever been part of.   Thanks to all of the photographers who shared their amazing experiences with us.

Extra comments from Tim Steele:
Tim Steele is an imaging industry veteran having held marketing and business management roles at three multi-national companies including Kodak and Fujifilm. He has also worked as a photographer in the editorial and advertising arena with his work published in books and magazines. More recently he has been involved in publishing as Managing Editor for D-Photo and The Photographer’s Mail. He is presently a business consultant specialising in strategy, marketing and advertising.

I was very impressed by the overall quality of the images submitted and the strong and varied portfolios on display. The awards were an absolute pleasure to be involved with and my fellow judges were fantastic to work with, as were Helen and the Travcom team.

 

I was less impressed by some of the print making and finishing on the entries with some excellent images really let down by flawed prints or poor paper selection. In a situation like this, the print is your only ambassador and it must speak for itself without excuses or qualification. For future reference, entrants should understand that even the most striking image can fail to achieve results if a second rate printed example is submitted. The guideline should be, “is this the very best printed rendition I can achieve and would I hang this print in my home?” If this criteria is met the print can be safely entered!

The presentation of the prints was huge from very good to extremely poor.  Make sure the print you are presenting is good enough to go on your wall, or to a paying client.  As when the judges have several prints they are mulling over, the prints of poor quality go out first.  

Cropping and framing your image.  There were a number of images that would of being a lot stronger if they had being cropped or framed a little better.  When on the job, try to practice running your eye quickly around the edge of the viewfinder to ensure your framing has not caught any unwanted objects or cut off or cropped to closely  to the edge of the frame.  Like tree tops, shadows, limbs. There were a number of pictures where the edge of the shadow was cropped, where a slight change of angle would have included the shadow in the picture.  We have a general tendency to centre everything in the frame especially if the subject has eyes.  There were a lot of imagery with the main subject being almost bang in the middle of the frame, this works sometimes, but on the whole even with very interesting subject matter the images would of worked a lot better with the subject not being in the middle of the pictures. There were quite a lot crooked horizons, these are so easily fixed in the computer before you print out.

Photographer of the Year Award portfolio
This was a wonderful mix of imagery,  but when entering a collection of imagery that will be judged together at the end, one must evaluate all your images in consideration for entry to see if they fit together as a portfolio. There were many portfolios that had very strong images in it but then had some very poor images or were completely unrelated to the rest of the image set.  Which pulled down the portfolio, so maybe entering a few less pictures could make your portfolio stronger.   If you want to win this category only enter your strongest images and images that will go together.   A random bunch of images can work, but a set of images on a theme with one odd picture in the set does not work too well.

Best Series of Travel Images
The series pictures again had a wide variety of quality, it was interesting to see how each photographer presented their collection.  Presentation here is one of the most important things to consider. That is how big the images are in relationship to each of the other images, where they are placed in the presentation, and how all of the images work with each other.  For instance there was one series which had a really dramatic side view portrait, the portrait was looking out of the series and away from the other images, which took the viewers eyes out of the series to where the eyes were looking to. (For me to another entrants series)  This would of being much better to have the eyes looking towards your other images in your series.  
Placement of the images and sizing is very important, just as important as the images themselves.  The image sizes do not have to all be the same, but together must make a pleasing set of images to view.

Travcom AGM – calling for nominations

It's that time of year again - the AGM is coming up soon and we're calling for nominations for the 2009-2010 Travcom committee.  It's a great way to be more involved with Travcom, contribute to the organisation and get to know others.  The committee is a terrific group of people, we meet once a month, usually midday on the last Friday of the month, at the Heritage Auckland.

 

Please send me an email if you wish to nominate yourself for the committee by Friday the 24th of April 2009.  Thank you to those who have already indicated an interest – more are welcome and I’m happy to answer any queries you may have.
 
The AGM is scheduled for midday Friday the 1st of May – at the Heritage Auckland, 35 Hobson Street - everyone's welcome.  If you plan on attending please R.S.V.P to Helen by Friday the 24th of April.  I need to know if you will be there so I can arrange room set-up (we'll need to have enough seats), refreshments and so that I bring enough copies of agendas to distribute.

 A HUGE thank you to our current committee who have done such a wonderful job in organising events, the famil, newsletters, website, information and support, and of course the Cathay Pacific Travel Media Awards and gala dinner:

 

	President:
	Paul Rush

	Vice Presidents:
	Kelly Lynch and Pam Wade

	Executive:
	Linda Brett
Susan Gibson

Simon McManus
Mead Norton

Louise Richardson

David Rowland

	Regional Representatives:
	Bette Flagler (Wellington)
Wendy Dunlop (Christchurch)


 
To nominate yourself for the Travcom committee, or if you have any queries email helen.davies@clear.net.nz
Welcome new Travcom Members

Thank you to everyone who has joined Travcom over the last few months, it’s great to see and hear of many exciting projects coming up.  Remember you can use the newsletter to share your experiences and upcoming travels with others.  We hope to see you at a Travcom event sometime soon.
Travcom Noticeboard (messages direct from members) (in order received by Helen)

High Tea & Highlights: an afternoon with the Royal New Zealand Ballet – from Susan Gibson

Heritage Hotels are delighted to support the Advance Dance Guild in Auckland fund raising event for the Royal New Zealand Ballet. The high tea will be held on Sunday 17 May at 2.30 pm in Heritage Auckland’s gorgeous roof top Grand Tearoom. The special guest speaker is the Royal New Zealand Ballet’s Artistic Director, Gary Harris, recounting his experiences and inspirations that have defined his life in dance.  The event is to raise funds for the Royal New Zealand Ballet’s new dance floor. Tickets are $70 per person and can be bought individually or in tables of 10.  A perfect Mothers day gift!  Included in the ticket price is a glass of methode champenoise on arrival, a delicious high tea, and a complimentary gift bag valued at over $140, which includes an A-reserve ticket to the Meridian season of La Sylphide and items from the luxurious Snowberry skincare range.    On the day will also be an auction of exclusive items including a Driad tutu from the Ballet’s Don Quixote season and a VIP back stage tour.  Book a ticket and automatically go in the draw to win a fabulous Louis Vuitton Monogram Multicolour Eliza City Bag. Call 04 381 9013 for ticket bookings or email kat@nzballet.org.nz 

Navigate all NEW 2009 Niche South Pacific Luxe Adventures – from Karine Thomas
The Navigate Oceania Collection brings you exciting new experiences available through some of New Zealand and Fiji’s very best luxury lodges, private islands and retreats.

Culture: Legendary Love Experiences at Kawaha Point Lodge
Wilderness: Walk on the Wilderness Side at Treetops Lodge & Wilderness Experience
Adventure: Abel Tasman & West Coast Wilderness by Sea & Air at Edenhouse 
Discover: Whale, Fossil Fossicking and Wine Experience at Claremont Country Estate 
South Pacific: Legendary Tribal Fire-Walking Experience at Royal Davui Island, Fiji 
Wine: Cycles & Vines Experience at Greenhill Lodge 
Gourmet: Tasting the True Wharekauhau Experience at Wharekauhau Country Estate  

For more information contact us or visit our website www.navigateoceania.com – Karine Thomas 09 3073633

USA Publishing news  – from Fionna Hill

525 magazines ceased publication in 2008, according to a survey by MediaFinder.com. Of those, 33 were in the regional category, the one losing most magazines.  Travel magazines were hit second-hardest, losing 18 titles.  Home and automotive lost 17 publications each.  But 2007 had an even bigger casualty count with 591...    Compare this with 715 magazines being launched last year, per journalism professor Samir Husni.  Which, of course, can be compared with 713 new magazines in 2007.  Also, of interest is also the number of new launches 20 years ago: 491.  In 1988 there was not much commercial use of the Internet, so you can hardly blame the emergence of the web for killing the creativity of magazine publishers.  The number 715 is encouraging, but it does contain a large number of one-shots, i.e. "specials" with no regular yearly cycle...

The Future of the Book - From Kennedy Warne:

Perhaps some TravCom members might be interesting in this fascinating rant about the future of the book. More oriented to fiction, but I found it thought-igniting. (See, my mind requires more than just "provoking" 
-- it needs actual combustion to kick it into life.) http://www.futureofthebook.org/blog/archives/2008/12/an_interview_with_helen_dewitt.html
Australia on Show – from Namrta Malik
Visit OZTalk Travel Expo on 19 April 2009 at ASB Showgrounds, Greenlane, Auckland between 9.30am and 4.00pm to meet over 130 Australian tourism operators and enjoy some fantastic entertainment with performance by celebrity Australian chefs, Mark Olive, Phillip Johnson and Ben O’Donoghue; SpongeBob SquarePants, Aboriginal artists and more! Great travel deals available exclusively on the day through Flight Centre as well as over $25,000 in travel prizes to be WON, including an EXCLUSIVE Australian travel prize for media registering on the day.  Come ‘walkabout’ at OZTalk Travel Expo 2009. You will be amazed at the holiday experiences Australia has to offer!  For more information, contact Namrta Malik from Tourism Australia at nmalik@tourism.australia.com/ 09 915 2822. 

Heritage Magazine – NZ Historic Places Trust update from Bette Flagler

Bette Flagler, a member of the Travcom executive committee and the organisation’s Wellington representative, has been named editor of Heritage, a quarterly publication of New Zealand Historic Places Trust. Jane Turner will serve as the magazine’s subeditor. While Bette and Jane plan to continue using many of the writers and photographers already associated with the magazine, they are happy to receive appropriate queries and pitches from potential contributors. Please contact Bette by email bette@flicka.co.nz or telephone 021 956 122. For more information about the publication, please go to www.historic.org.nz 

Try using Search3.com – from Lynn Clayton

Instead of Google for a few days and see what you think? I love it! Yes I'm biased!! This is my son  Camerons' brain child so do support him! It's all free! Instead of just Google results you get 3 search engines results all at once! Makes good sense to use it!! So you get Google Yahoo and say Wikapaedia or whatever 3 you search! I like it.........
Lynn C  email:  lynnmc@ihug.co.nz

Scandinavia Calling – from Roy Sinclair
Scandinavia is an appealing part of northern Europe we, sadly, hear little about in New Zealand.  Nordic people are similar to us says Roy Sinclair And last year he discovered people in the four Nordic countries were typically proficient English speakers. Having cycled over 3000km in those regions he has a wealth of tales to tell. Highlights include discovering the origins of Lego in a Danish rural town, visiting a sand spit where oceans meet and a church has been consumed by dunes, visiting Kon Tiki  and polar museums in Oslo, discovering modern Helsinki  and cycling the spectacular Lofoten Isles, Norway's adventure capital.
For more story info contact Roy’s email: r.sinclair@clear.net.nz
Roy also has hundreds of images

Nick Servian’s Travels – from Nick Servian 

Experienced travel photographer and Travcom member Nick Servian is going to Europe in May and June, shooting for image libraries.   Assignments or publishing leads welcomed.   

Intended targets include: 

1.  West Highland Line, the train trip from Glasgow to Mallaig, staying on Isle of Skye. Then return by train from Kyle of Lochalsh to Glasgow via Inverness.

2.  NE England, including Alnwick, Lindisfarne, Newcastle, and Durham.

3.  Prague and, possibly, Olomouc, Czech Republic.
email:  nick@nickservian.com  www.nickservian.com
Call Out Your Inner Writer: Thoughts That Roar, Words That Sing... – from Lindsey Dawson
Spend a creative weekend in Parnell on May 16-17 with Lindsey Dawson, whose writing CV stretches from creating magazines  and novels to editing, broadcasting, blogging, column writing and professional speaking. Her seminar is all about revving up your way with words. Get funny, get profound, open up, lift your spirits and increase your writing confidence.  See her website, http://www.lindseydawson.com/events-seminars.htm
NB As the Auckland Writers and Readers Festival is on then too, she's also offering a one-day option. Email her about that at lindseyoutloud@xtra.co.nz
New Kiwiana Prop Hire Service – from Pam Neville

Calling photographers and stylists: A new Prop Hire service offering quirky collectables and Kiwiana for use in photo shoots is now available through Travcom member Pam Neville, better known as a writer and columnist on antiques and auctions. The basis of the service is a large collection of Crown Lynn swans which are perfect as vases on wedding tables. Crown Lynn dinnersets and teacups, taxidermy, flying wall ducks and other mid-century decor is also available. Contact Swans Around  09 445 9954 or 021 546 003. Email swansaround@xtra.co.nz
Orongo Bay Homestead special – from Michael Hooper
April, says Michael Hooper, is usually the best month for weather in the Bay of Islands, and he and Chris Swannell are offering a 50% discount this month only to attract autumn lovers to their historic, coastal, gourmet guest house, Orongo Bay Homestead. With clear skies, crisp evenings and a shoulder-high fireplace to bring cheer (not to mention the contents of their underground wine cellar!) this is the perfect pre-winter break. If you must work, wireless broadband is complimentary in April.  For details follow the link:
http://www.thehomestead.co.nz/documents/Halfpriceflyerfinal.pdf
In Transit  - photographic exhibition – from Karen Williamson
 

A meeting point: three women, three strangers, three journeys

"The camera makes everyone a tourist in other people’s reality, and eventually in one’s own" – Susan Sontag  In Transit is an exhibition by three women who, though strangers to each other, share a passion for exploration; each capturing the fleeting moment of her journey as ‘tourist’ and photographer.

The artists - Samantha Bech, Tracey Tomtene and Karen Williamson, converse with the viewer through still image, inviting access to a culture, place or event outside their own turf. The exhibition focuses on images from New Mexico, Vietnam and Europe and runs in conjunction with the Auckland Festival of Photography. 

The artists will talk at the opening at 2pm Saturday June 6th

The exhibition runs from June 6th – June 18th in the Main Gallery of Depot Artspace in Devonport

FatSprat Photography

(09) 422 3577

027 6365610

www.fatspratphotography.co.nz
