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President's message

GREETINGS TRAVCOMERS
Happy New Year.
 

I hope you have had a chance to take a summer break. I trust you will have fruitful writing and photography opportunities for 2009.
 

We had a delightful Christmas Party in an Auckland Indian restaurant in December. The upcoming Cathay Pacific Travel Media awards will have an exotic Indian theme.
 

Entries for Awards are coming in. The deadline is Friday 13th February but please try to get them in early to spread the workload for Helen.
 

The gala dinner and awards presentation will be at the Heritage Grand Tearoom on 31st March 2009.
 

Paul Rush
President
 

Cathay Pacific Travel Media Awards

It’s almost deadline time – don’t miss out on your chance to win fabulous prizes in this year’s awards, enter by Friday the 13th of February.  For more information, the entry forms etc. click here to go to the website, or email me if you have any queries and I’ll be happy to help. PLUS don’t forget to vote in the Readers’ Choice award – select your favourite book of 2008 from the 11 entries in the Whitcoulls Travcom Travel Book of the Year Award.
Travcom Wellington event
You’re invited to an evening with Hamish Beaton, author of Under the Osakan Sun, published in 2008 by Awa Press.  “A young man arrives to teach English in Japan under the JET programme, but what has he got himself into? Jetlagged and dazed, he is swept up into a mystifying world. As he tries to make sense of it, he encounters an astonishing cast of characters - young women with clothing fetishes, middle-aged women who cook him meals in exchange for English conversation, a bizarre elderly couple who take him on nerve-wracking expeditions, other foreigners behaving badly, fellow teachers with strange habits - and his students, whom he must somehow instruct, despite a total lack of teaching experience. 

Where: 

Bolton Hotel, Corner of Bolton and Mowbray Streets, Wellington

When:

Wednesday, 18 February, 5.30 pm – 8 pm 

Cost:

$20 members; $26 non-Travcom members 

Includes nibbles and welcome drink.

R.S.V.P. by Friday 13 February  - Sorry, no door sales, please book ahead

Register and send cheques to: 
Bette Flagler 
P O Box 12-029, Thorndon
Ph: 021 956 122 
or Email: bette@flicka.co.nz if you’d like to use internet banking or have any queries 

Travcom Auckland Event – a Travel Book Writing theme too
Come along and find out about publishing and travel books in particular, with an emphasis on photography and good writing.  Plus enjoy meeting-up with your Travcom colleagues over a glass of wine.

Our speakers on the night are:

Lorain Day is the commissioning editor for Harper Collins.  As well as publishing numerous travel titles she has a wealth of experience in movie tourism and the benefits it has had on their travel list.

Kennedy Warne co-founded New Zealand Geographic magazine in 1988 and served as editor for 15 years. He now works as a freelance writer and photographer, targeting geographical publications such as National Geographic, Smithsonian, GEO and New Zealand Geographic. His book Roads Less Travelled: Twenty Years of Exploration with New Zealand Geographic was published in 2008.

Graeme Lay is a Manuscript Assessor and Editor as well as a well-known author.    Assessors provide a close reading of the text and a detailed report covering the strengths and weaknesses of the work. This includes plot, structure, characterisation, point-of-view, language and style. An assessment gives the author pointers on how to revise the text to make it more publishable. Graeme’s latest travel book is Inside the Cannibal Pot - Different Ways to Travel the World (New Holland) and his other recent publications are: The New Zealand Book of the Beach, The New Zealand Book of the Beach 2 (David Ling) and the non-fiction work, In Search of Paradise - Artists and Writers in the colonial South Pacific (Random House NZ).

Where:

Heritage Auckland, 35 Hobson Street, Auckland central



Calder McKay 1 room 


When:

Tuesday 17th February 6pm to 8pm


Cost:

$25 members /  $35 non-Travcom members 

Includes nibbles and a drink on arrival (cash bar thereafter).

R.S.V.P. by Friday 13th of February 
Sorry, no door sales, please book ahead

Please be aware that if we reserve a ticket for you we are bound to pay the Heritage Hotel for the numbers we give them on 13/2/09 and will therefore ask you to pay for the ticket, whether you are able to attend or not.

Register and send cheques to:  
Helen Davies

2B Pukehana Avenue

Epsom, Auckland 1023

Ph: 624 5707 or email: helen.davies@clear.net.nz  if you’d like to use internet banking or have any queries

Travcom Membership Renewals
A reminder that Travcom Membership renewals are now due – the annual subscription of only $65 for Aucklanders and $50 for those who live further afield runs from December to December each year, so please renew now if you would like to remain a member.  I’ll be updating the members’ directory and the broadcast email list mid-February once the awards entry deadline has passed.  If you would like an invoice please email helen.davies@clear.net.nz – or if you have any queries I’ll be happy to help.
Travcom Committee News
The Travcom committee hold meetings once a month, if you have any queries you would like to raise with the committee please email helen.davies@clear.net.nz for inclusion on the agenda.
Welcome new Travcom Members

Thank you to everyone who has joined Travcom over the last few months, it’s great to see and hear of many exciting projects coming up.  Remember you can use the newsletter to share your experiences and upcoming travels with others.  We hope to see you at a Travcom event sometime soon.
Travcom Noticeboard (messages direct from members) (in order received by Helen)
Heritage Hotels Valentines Specials  – from Susan Gibson
Love is in the air at Heritage Hotels with a range of loved up packages for Valentines Day Saturday 14 February.  Heritage Auckland is offering a Heritage Hideaway night in a one bedroom suite including a platter of strawberries served with chocolate sauce, a bottle of aromatherapy massage oil, and breakfast for two for $275 GST inc.   Or have a Naughty Night at CityLife Auckland in a standard room with a bottle of bubbles on arrival, free overnight valet parking, breakfast for two, late check out and two Red Bulls to help you on your way home for $229 GST inc.  Spoil your someone special at Heritage Spa du Vin with one of their spa packages including a luxury steam, followed by a dual bath, ending with a massage in the twin treatment room, and a wind down after wards in the relaxation lounge.  Or treat your loved one to an intimate dinner in award winning Hectors restaurant and receive a free bottle of wine with your meal. The offer is valid when two diners have a two course meal including a main dish from the a la carte menu in Hectors. Bookings are recommended on 09 9797434.  For more Valentines Day package ideas around New Zealand's Heritage and CityLife Hotels visit www.heritagehotels.co.nz 

Freelance Market  – from Steve Hart
The new look Freelance market newsletter is ready for downloading here: http://www.freelancemarket.co.nz/Free_PressPack_101208.pdf
An Island Calling  – from Owen Scott
An Island Calling won Best Documentary and Best Director at the Madrid International Documentary Film Festival.  Congratulations, once again, Owen.  Well done you.
New website – from Lauraine Jacobs
Lauraine Jacobs has just established a new website - take a peek at her top international culinary experiences of 2008, and best local highlights. Contact Lorraine directly if you would like to purchase her new book Matakana (or even the Confident Cook which is still selling well.) www.laurainejacobs.co.nz

Thailand Travel Mart 2009 (TTM 2009) – From Tony Smith
Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) would like to welcome international media to take part in the Thailand Travel Mart Plus.  In 2008 they saw 440 delegate buyers from 60 countries help promote tourism in Thailand.  For those wishing to attend TTM simply down load an application form, register online and then the committee who are based in Bangkok will contact all those successful candidates after 31 March 2009.  For more details about TTM+, please contact www.thailandtravelmartplus.com.

Looking for Photography tutoring – from Ian Robinson
I would love to spend an hour or so with a photographer who can show me how to use my camera properly and to tell me what I could improve on with the pictures I've taken.  If you know of someone who gives one-on-one tutorials at a reasonable rate please email Ian at
daystogo2001@yahoo.co.uk

Bugger the Recession – from Michael Hooper and Chris Swannell
Michael Hooper and Chris Swannell agree with John Key's "bugger the recession" philosophy.  At their 5-star Qualmark coastal country retreat, the offer for Travcom members in February and March is: book all 4 junior suites (the lot!) for a private gourmet weekend in the Bay of Islands and receive one of the rooms free.  Take family or friends - or send away 8 people you want to avoid for a weekend.  Breakfast with bubbly included. The drive has shrunk by 15 mins, so now’s the time to shrink the cost.  Call 0800 24 26 27 or email the boys 
reservations@thehomestead.co.nz
The Photographic Society of New Zealand  2009 National Exhibition – from Lynn Clayton
Entry form and conditions at www.photography.org.nz  Open to all. Digital or Print entries welcome - Entries close 25th February.  Sponsored by CANON. Successful entries exhibited in Wanganui in April during  our convention. Trent Parke a Magnum Photographer is one of the key note speakers; plus workshops etc. You are all welcome and I assure you your photography will improve after  attending. 

From Lynn Clayton 09 5228467
‘Something for Nothing’ Every Night – at over 28 Luxury Boutique Hotels in New Zealand & Fiji – from Debbie Haysom
Navigate Oceania’s new promotion generously adds ‘something for nothing’ for all FIT guests staying 1, 2 or 3 nights at over 28 Navigate properties in New Zealand; in Fiji an equivalent promotion rewards guests who stay 3, 5 or 10 nights.   Promotion rewards begin the very first night of a guest’s stay. The Navigate Oceania New Zealand family of luxurious lodges, spa resorts, private islands and country estates stretches from the Bay of Islands in the North Island to Canterbury on the South Island. You can book confidently, assured that as well as award-winning experiences and luxury, your travellers will be rewarded with something extra every night of their New Zealand itinerary – but not pay a cent extra.  
Media, for more information on participating properties inclusions or for graphics, contact Karine Thomas, +64 9 307 3633, or email karine@navigateoceania.com or visit NEW! on our website on www.navigateoceania.com
Wily Publications invites submissions – from Jenny Haworth
Wily Publications invites submissions of poetry and short prose (up to 2000 words) for an anthology featuring writings about Canterbury – coast, plains and high country. Fiction and non-fiction (eg memoir), current and historical works are welcomed, but copyright must be held by the person submitting the work. Work may be previously published, but not anthologised.  Submissions must be typed, double spaced on one side of A4. Please ensure that name, postal and email addresses are included, a statement of ownership of copyright, as well as a stamped self-addressed envelope. Submissions will not be returned, and unaccepted work will be destroyed. Following publication, a small payment will be made for accepted work.  

 Please send submissions to: Canterbury Anthology, 37A Holly Road, Christchurch 8014

Antarctic Images - Photographs By Mike Wilkinson And Grant Sheehan

This exhibition is the result of a voyage to Antarctica via the sub Antarctic Islands, in February 2008. Wellington photographers Mike Wilkinson and Grant Sheehan travelled as members of a small group in a chartered Russian Ice breaker through the Southern Ocean to the Ross Sea and New Zealand’s Antarctic territories in the Ross Dependency.  A high point of the voyage was visiting the Shackleton Hut at Cape Royds, in the shadow of Mt. Erebus. It is auspicious that January/February 2009 is Ernest Shackleton’s centenary and this coinciding exhibition, is, in part, an acknowledgement of this centenary. Many of the images exhibited were taken near or in the general outlying area of the Shackleton Hut.

Bowen Galleries, 35 Ghuznee St, Wellington - from February 2 to February 21 2009  email: phantomh@actrix.co.nz
Wellington offers you a number of opportunities to spoil yourself and your loved one this Valentine’s Day – from Angela Moriarty 

Ladies looking to do something for the special man in their life could do worse than picking up a couple of tickets to the Super 14 rugby clash between the local Hurricanes and Sydney’s Waratahs, or music fans can check out international opera star Dame Kiri Te Kanawa.

An international skateboarding competition, free outdoor concert, theatrical dark comedy of love and deceit, and a five course dinner designed for different sexes are also on in the New Zealand capital on February 14.

And of course you can ‘Spoil Yourself in Wellington’ any time of the year! For more information visit www.WellingtonNZ.com
Italian Accommodation offer – from Carolyn McKenzie

Ventimiglia Alta is a medieval town on the Italian Ligurian Rivera, 10 kilometres from the French border and the town of Menton. If you are coming to Europe and would like to rent a room (sleeps 2) in my 4th-floor home in the ramparts of Ventimiglia Alta please email Carolyn: carolynmckenzie@libero.it . My home is SMOKE FREE and unsuitable for children or for anyone who can't manage 4 flights of stairs. Ventimiglia is an excellent base for visiting the coastal towns and the nearby mountain villages; for walking or people watching, and is easily reached from Nice airport, 50km away.   

New Tour - Alaska & The Great Bear Rainforest – From Maureen McDonald

Hold on tight to your travel dreams this year – we intend to.  Mirrabac has small-group tours going to: Galapagos & Easter Island (May); South America, including Machu Picchu, Lake Titicaca, Lima, La Paz, Rio de Janeiro, Iguaçu Falls & Buenos Aires (June); Namibia, our perennial favourite (July); and our newest tour, Alaska & the Great Bear Rainforest, home of the extremely rare and elusive ‘spirit’ bear (September).  Don’t let the ‘nay-sayers’ stop you from having fun and adventure in 2009. Check out our tours on www.mirrabac.com or email info@mirrabac.com for more details. 

Adventure World Specials - from Mary-Anne Smith

Calling all travel writers and photographers - take the opportunity of all the excellent airfare deals released this February, and combine with Adventure World’s early bird discounts on land packages to Asia, Africa, Canada, USA and South America. 

Call Adventure World on 0800 238 368 for more details. Be quick, early bird discounts end on 28 Feb 2009!

Interislander Launches Onboard Magazine for Passengers – from Nigel Parry
In a move designed to enhance the passenger experience across the Cook Strait, Interislander have launched a new, glossy Onboard magazine full of traveller focussed articles.  Onboard Interislander is a 52 page colour glossy magazine featuring stories relevant to anyone travelling in New Zealand; the first of six issues over the coming year includes articles on Zealandia, The West Coast, the International Arctic Centre, Marlborough Wine, and Port Douglas.  Readers can also get an insight into the life of the Captain on one of the Interislander ferries, the importance of the Pounamu (Greenstone) carvings on board, trip ideas, puzzles and movie reviews. There is even a section dedicated to stories and pictures contributed by passengers.

"We are always looking for ways to give our passengers an even better experience as they travel on one of the World's great ferry journeys," comments Gavin Rutherford, sales and marketing manager. "Whether it is to read on board, or take home as a souvenir, it cements our place as the leader in providing a mixture of pleasurable travel with a great visual journey."

Supported by tourism focussed advertisers from throughout New Zealand, the first issue of the bi-monthly Onboard Interislander is available over the busy Christmas holiday and into 2009 on board the ferries and at the Wellington and Picton ferry terminals.

Any suggested contributions to;

Nigel Parry 
Marketing Communications Manager 
KiwiRail 
nigel.parry@kiwirail.co.nz 
+64 274 359 464 

